
IS IT possible that one day we will be able to 
communicate with our dead loved ones using pieces 
of technology similar to the cellphones we all take for 
granted these days? Most readers will probably shake 
their heads in disbelief. 

Mediums are able 
to penetrate the veil 
between the two 
worlds, of course, 
and often succeed 

in providing highly evidential messages that 
leave us in no doubt that communication 
between the living and the departed is 
possible.

However, it is recognised that a message, 
conveyed via mental mediumship, can 
be influenced not only by the medium’s 
subconscious but also by the accuracy of his 
or her interpretations of the sounds, symbols 
and other pieces of information that are 
being conveyed. 

It can be like having a conversation on a 
poor quality phone line affected by constant 
interference, where it’s difficult to catch 
every word.

This is why so many regret the decline 
of high quality physical mediumship in 
which spirit forms could communicate, 
either through direct voice or full-form 
materialisation. The latter gave many lucky 
individuals the opportunity to see and 
recognise their loved ones and then have 
long one-to-one conversations with them. 

As you will read in our exciting and 
exclusive account about the SoulPhone 
Project (Pages 16-21), university professor 
Gary E. Schwartz and teams of collaborators 
– at the University of Arizona, USA, and 
also in the next world – appear to be making 

good progress in developing a technology 
that promises to make direct and reliable 
communication with the spirit world a 
distinct possibility.

Only time will tell if they achieve their 
goal, and that will depend largely on 
receiving the funding needed to complete 
several developmental phases. That is 
something we will be watching closely, and 
bringing you updates as and when they are 
announced.

But a word of caution. Let us assume that 
the SoulPhone becomes a reality, even if it 
takes a decade or more to achieve. Would it 
be a good thing? 

“Yes” might seem to be the obvious 
answer, since it would provide undeniable 
proof of the continuing existence of human 
souls in another dimension. And that would 
have a massive impact on various religions 
and ideologies.

But would it be a good thing if we each had 
an “app” on our mobile phones that would 
enable us to stay in touch with our loved 
ones in the next world? And would they need 
“spirit phones” with which to take our calls?

It’s a fascinating prospect but one that 
could introduce many complications and 
dilemmas into our lives. Prof Schwartz’s 
focus is understandably on the technology 
right now, but it is the spiritual implications 
that need to take priority should the 
SoulPhone become a reality.

ROY STEMMAN
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Psychic News: the voice of Spiritualism
Two of Spiritualism’s leading exponents helped create and launch Psychic News in 1932. 
Hannen Swaffer, one of the UK’s most famous journalists, and Maurice Barbanell, a 
businessman who was also a trance medium, recognised the need for a publication that 
would satisfy the public’s desire for up-to-date and independent information about 
Spiritualism and mediumship. 

They regularly addressed audiences of thousands in theatres around the country as 
families came to terms with the loss of loved ones who had died in World War One and the 
devastating Spanish flu pandemic of 1918. Barbanell was its first editor and Swaffer became 
a regular contributor.

Today, eight decades later, Psychic News continues to be the independent voice of 
Spiritualism in a very different world. What has not changed is the desire to have an answer 
to The Big Question: What happens after death? Psychic News makes a unique contribution 
to that debate every month with news, features and opinion pieces that explore the evidence 
for an afterlife and spirit communication.

Above all, Spiritualism and Psychic News are life-affirming, so our features also explore ways 
in which readers can enrich their lives spiritually and make the right choices. Why not let us 
be your travelling companion, offering words of wisdom and support,  as you continue on 
your soul’s journey through this lifetime?
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